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Unsurprisingly Nicholas stormed
through his piano grades, accruing a
batch of distinctions.

'| pranced into my first exam with my one
hand and the examiner, who was a bit
old school and hoity-toity, said: "So,
you're going to play the piano?" and |
said: "Yes!"

'Halfway through my first piece | glanced
at him and his look of horror had been
replaced by a huge Cheshire Cat grin.'
Nicholas duly passed with top marks.

Soon, his first tutor conceded that Nicholas has never been concerned by
Nicholas's talents had outstripped her people's opinion of him

ability to teach him. He had to seek a

new mentor who would challenge him.

Having built up a strong repertoire of works by Tchaikovsky, Mozart and Beethoven, he
called Lilian Strange, co-founder of the Croydon Centre for Young Pianists, and
requested an audition.

He told her he had only one hand. 'And she said: "l don't know how you can play." |
said | would show her, but she didn't want to give me a chance. | felt crushed,' he
recalls.

This deflation was, however, temporary. With typical resilience Nicholas bounced
back. He applied to the Junior Guildhall, the Saturday school of the Guildhall School of
Music and Drama in London's Barbican.

‘This time | didn't tell them about my arm. | thought: "I'll get through the door first, then
they can deal with me," he laughs.

‘It was an imposing, daunting place. The audition was like The X Factor - only with just
two judges instead of four - and | handed in my repertoire, explaining | was born with
only one hand.

'| sat at the Steinway

grand piano. It was the If I had listened to the doubters, | would
first time I'd ever play_ed a never have got anywhere

grand, and my hand just

glided over the keys. |

played Mozart's Fantasia

in D Minor and | was

pretty chuffed with myself.'

The adjudicators were impressed, too: Nicholas was awarded a coveted place to have
weekly lessons with acclaimed concert pianist Lucy Parham.

There is every chance that Nicholas, left to his own devices, would have continued to
play with distinction from his two-handed repertoire, using his 'little arm' as a digit.
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